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Mission
Statement

St. Joseph Parish,
Libertyville,

is a family of faith in
the Catholic Tradition.

We are called in
Baptism to be disciples

of Jesus Christ and
stewards of all God’s
creation. As disciples

we are formed and fed
at the Table of God’s

Word and of His Body.
In gratitude we

are sent forth from
the Eucharistic

celebration to continue
the ministry of Christ
in our community and

in our world.

Welcome! We are delighted you are here with our faith family! A special welcome is
extended to our newest members: Douglas & Susannah Schreiber.

The Music Ministry hosted “Java with Joe!” recently.



July 18, 2010

“We as church are
heralds of God’s

good news.”

As many are aware, a second round of Focus
Groups with new questions are scheduled dur-
ing the next couple of weeks. As you may
know, Focus Groups are opportunities for the
parish to flesh out or learn more about who we
are and what we expect of one another and the parish. They
were born in the Joe! Study of last fall and serve as an
opportunity to be engaged as Church. The Joe! Study of last
fall was the first effort to measure our mutual understand-
ings and expectations of one another. The Joe! Study and
the study results, as well as the Focus Groups and their
insights, contribute to Growing an Engaged Church. Grow-
ing an Engaged Church invites us from “doing church” to
“being church.”  “Doing church” is about “doing holy
things.” “Being church” is about “being holy people.”

For many, if not most, of us “church” is St. Joseph’s
Church. We might think of the building that is “the church.”
We might think of ourselves as “the church.” We might
think of “the church” beyond St. Joseph’s as in the Church
of Chicago or the Archdiocese of Chicago. We may even
think of the Vatican or the church throughout the world. All
of these and more are “the church.” When all is said and
done, “the church” is a mystery and is about revealing or
incarnating God and making God present in the world.

One common way we experience church is as an institu-
tion. The church has a structure. The church has rules and
policies and regulations and laws. The church has a creed or
system of beliefs. The church has forms of ritual and prayer.
The church designates “officers” such as bishops and
priests to pastor, “oversee” and lead, keep us together and
provide direction. The institutional dimensions of church
provide clarity, strength, organization, continuity and re-
sources. Like any institution, the church creates budgets,
provides insurance, pays salaries, and calls for accountabil-
ity around finances and human resources. The church owns
and manages property and facilities. If we celebrate our
marriage, for example, the church gathers and records
documents. The institutional dimensions of church are most
visible and can easily “take over,” overshadowing other
dimensions of church.

The church is also a “mystical communion.” In God, we
who are the church have deep communion with one another.
Our communion extends not only with each other and those
throughout the world but to those who have gone before us
home to God, the communion of saints. We gather around
the same table or altar and share the same food and drink that
is the Body and Blood of Jesus. All of us were baptized “in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

God’s Spirit lives in and among us. Different
though we may be, in God we share communion
with one another. Jesus prayed that we may be
one as he and his Father are one. The model of
what we as church are called to look like is the

communion of Father, Son and Spirit that we call Trinity.
“Being church” is about being engaged in community, in a
deep inter-relationship with one another and God—Father,
Son and Spirit.

We as church are sacrament. We celebrate sacraments
through which we encounter Jesus Christ who walked
among us and continues to “walk among us” through the
rituals and gestures and prayers of the symbolic activity we
call sacrament. At the same time, we who celebrate are
sacrament as well. Through our life together we reveal,
encounter and are Christ to each other and to the world.
Together we are the hands and feet and the eyes and mouth
of Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with the Father and the
Holy Spirit.

We as church are heralds of God’s good news. Through
the way we live, the way we treat others, the values that guide
our choices, we proclaim the reign of God is at hand. We may
never speak a word but actions speak louder than words. We
live day to day as people of faith, hope, people blessed by
God, gifted people, people who are part of something bigger
than ourselves.

Like Jesus, we who are church are a servant to one
another and to the world. Jesus talked about “feeding the
hungry, clothing the naked” and so forth. Jesus walked that
walk. As church, we too are called to “walk that walk.” A
food pantry or a mission trip to Tanzania or service in a soup
kitchen and the thousand and one ways we serve one another
define who we are as church.

Linking the mosaic of elements that incarnate or enflesh
the mystery that we call church is discipleship. The church
is a community of disciples, people who intentionally and
attentively follow Jesus. Our lives are grounded in Jesus
Christ.

The second round of Focus Groups is exploring our
expectations of our parish or our expectations of church.
This is a wonderful opportunity for fruitful dialogue about
ourselves that can help us to gain insight into the mystery of
church that is all of us God’s people. Your time in dialogue
would be well spent!

I hope you have a good week.



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Jackie Busse

Fr. Francis Cimurristi
Mary Connell
Marilyn Rea
Teresa Miks

Patricia Costello
Jeff Powell

Matilda Dietz
Florence Harris
Bonnie Sweeney
Sally McCollister

Richard Shuey
Toni Sharpe

Viola Grosvenor
Jim Griffin

Art O’Connor
Megan Behnke
Michael Bock
Kathryn Hand

Robert Warnock
Mary Zurowski

After 4 weeks, please notify the parish
office if your loved one is still

in need of our prayers.

Thought for the Week

EARLY BULLETIN
DEADLINES
Monday, July 19 (12:00 Noon) is the
deadline for the July 25, August 1 and
August 8 Carpenters. Thank you for
making sure that your submissions are
in by then.

JAVA WITH JOE! MONTHLY HOSPITALITY AFTER MASS
You may have noticed that we have been able to offer hospitality more often this
past year. We are grateful to the groups who have hosted Java with Joe! this year:
the Music Ministry, Family Faith Connection, Boy Scouts, Men’s and Women’s
CRHP and all those who helped with Catholics Come Home. We are now looking
for groups to host in the coming year. We are also forming a team of people who
will be trained to host occasionally. Our mission is to provide hospitality by
preparing and serving refreshments and to encourage a spirit of community after
Masses. All that is needed to participate is a welcoming spirit, a desire to meet
others and the willingness to prepare and serve refreshments. If you or your group
are interested in hosting or if you have any questions, please contact Don Rentsch
at 847-549-8406 or annrentsch@sbcglobal.net.

“Mary has chosen the better
part and it will not be taken
from her.” - Luke 10:42

The story of Martha and Mary re-
minds us that God wants each of us
to serve Him, just as Martha so gra-
ciously served. However, we will
never know what God wants us to do
unless we spend some time like Mary
did, just sitting quietly at God’s feet
and listening to His words.

BASS PLAYERS & DRUMMERS: WE NEED YOU!
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
We are looking for bass players and percussionists for the Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
Mass. These instruments are so essential to the overall sound and quality of
contemporary music – as YOU well know! If you are a pretty confident player we
could really use your help! If you are unsure about your capabilities, just talk to us!
Bass players and percussionists are needed on a more regular basis as well as for
substitute or occasional playing. Occasionally a substitute player is needed for the
9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass as well. For more information, contact Clare Marvin,
Director of Music: 847-990-1224, cmarvin@stjoseph-libertyville.org.

PRAY FOR SEMINARIANS
Please pray for the following seminarians on their journey to the priesthood:
Francis Nguyen, Charles Awotwi, Filbert Ngwila, Wojciech Olesky, Herman
Cuevas, Peter Mukasa, Geofrey Andama, Gosbertus Rwezahura, Lorenzo Gamboa,
Collins Nyache, John Ludanha, Handrieck Tibyabo, John Bosco Ssekkomø,
Martin Luboyera, Gilbert Mashurano and Anthony Muraya. If you have a seminar-
ian friend and would like to add him to this list, e-mail Bob Vehlow at rwv362@sbc
global.net. For donations, please use the Seminarian envelopes at the station as you
enter the church. Thank you.

SAVE THE DATE! NEXT CRHP WOMEN’S
WEEKEND ON SEPTEMBER 25-26

Autumn will be here before we know it and we have the
perfect way to find delight in Christ’s harvest. Team 13
prayerfully invites you to join  us for the next “Christ
Renews His Parish” retreat (CRHP). This 2-day,  1-
night experience brings women together to renew their
faith in a trusting, friendly and spiritual environment.

It will be held on September 25-26. More information will follow in The Carpenter
in the next weeks. You can also find current information on our parish website at
http://www.stjoseph-libertyville.org/357768.ihtml. You can register now on the
parish website to secure your place on the weekend. Feel free to contact Susan
Nipper at 847-573-1762 or at scnipper56@aol.com for details.



Stewardship of Treasure
Weekly Parish Collections for July 1 through July 4

Increase or Percent
This Year Last Year (Decrease) Change

Weekly Average &
Fiscal Year-to-date  $31,250 $32,975 $(1,725) -5.2%

For more information on parish finances please see our Stewardship Report
on the parish website at http://www.stjoseph-libertyville.org.

THANK YOU for sharing what God has given you!

Children’s Choir will resume this fall for kids in
grades 3 through 5 in both public and parochial
schools! Does your child have an ear (and voice!) for
music? Consider joining the CHILDREN’S CHOIR
for the 2010-2011 school year! Participation in choir
provides a wonderful opportunity for our children to
experience MUSIC MAKING, but also the chance to
MINISTER, adding vitality to our liturgical life! Rehearsals will be on Tuesdays
from 3:30-4:30 p.m., and the children will sing approximately seven times during
the year, including Christmas Eve. Regular rehearsal attendance is required, as well
as a commitment to the scheduled masses. For more details call or e-mail Clare
Marvin, Director of Music Ministry: 847-990-1224, cmarvin@stjoseph
libertyville.org. Choir may fill up quickly, so sign up now to reserve your space!

SHARE YOUR FAITH AND TALENTS THROUGH THE SPIRITUAL LIFE COMMISSION
The parish Spiritual Life Commission is one of five commissions of the Parish Pastoral Council. Members

of the Commission represent various ministries of the parish along with parishioners who have a desire to help
St. Joseph Parish faith community grow in their Catholic spirituality. Every year new members are called forward
to share in this important mission.  The Spiritual Life Commission Mission Statement: Through the waters of
Baptism every member of St. Joseph Parish is called to Discipleship in Christ Jesus. As disciples, through the

power of the Holy Spirit, we carry out the mission of Christ: to do God’s will, to proclaim the Good News of salvation, and
to witness to the Kingdom of God that is already present and still to come.

The Spiritual Life Commission encourages and provides opportunities for people to experience conversion—life-shaping
changes of mind and heart—and to commit their very selves to the Lord. We do this through Liturgy, Sacramental Life, Parish
Mission, retreat and prayer opportunities. Are you someone who has an interest in helping build a more engaged spiritual life
at St. Joseph’s? You don’t need to consider yourself a ‘deeply spiritual’ person to be part of this ministry. The group who comes
together on this Commission are regular folks—just like you—who have a desire to grow more spiritually and to offer
opportunities for themselves and their fellow parishioners to grow also. This Commission is active in preparing and planning
for our yearly Parish Mission, Days of Renewal like the one with Friar Haase, and other events. We meet 7-8 times a year for
2 hours each. Member terms are 1-3 years in length, so each year we have members leaving the Commission and new ones
coming on. You decide the length of your term. We hope you will consider this opportunity. You can get more information
by going to the Spiritual Life Commission webpage at www.stjoseph-libertyville.org/349228.ihtml or by contacting Catherine
Sims at 847-990-1238, csims@stjoseph-libertyville.org or Mike Harrison at mlhhome@comcast.net.

PRAY THE ROSARY
Please join other parishioners at 7:55
a.m. Monday through Sunday to pray
Our Lady’s Rosary. All are welcome.

ENCOUNTER WITH
CHRISTIAN ART
Eileen Daily, Graduate Program Direc-
tor, M.A. Religious Education for
the Institute of Pastoral Studies, is of-
fering two events in which she
will share with you some basic skills on
theological reflection of Christian art.
Date and Time: Friday, July 23 from
11:15 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.. or Tuesday,
July 27 from 5:15 to 7:45 p.m. Both
events will be held at the Loyola Uni-
versity Museum of Art (LUMA), 820
N. Michigan Avenue in Chicago, oppo-
site the Water Tower. The door is next
to the Hershey store. Museum admis-
sion is free on Tuesdays but is $6 on
Fridays. There is no charge for the
lesson. It is necessary to have a count of
how many will attend. If you are inter-
ested in attending, please go to
www.doodle.com/n6mnn3erxwz
zxh8h, type your name, and check which
one interests you.






