					

Christmas 2016

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The bright star in the sky signaled to the Magi the beginning of something new. They followed this star to the manger and discovered not only the child Jesus, but the first Christian community. They bowed down and worshipped
what they saw and their lives were forever changed, signaled by their return home through a different path.
Similarly, a new light is beginning to shine in the church and the world today. A scholar wrote that the last
century was defined by the rights of the individual and the present century will be an era of community. With
the emphasis of Pope Francis on compassionate community and Cardinal Cupich’s emphasis on the renewal of
the Archdiocese of Chicago through mission and discipleship, we are entering into a new understanding of the
church and the world. We are seeing a renewed interest in the dynamics of the Blessed Trinity.
Russian master Andrei Rublev shared a window into the dynamics of the Blessed Trinity. Based on the hospitality of Abraham, his creation called The Trinity is considered the icon of icons and among the finest achievements of Russian art. At the time of its completion in the 15th century, the Blessed Trinity embodied unity,
peace, love and respect. The Holy One in the form of three, eating and drinking in infinite hospitality, joy, and
respect and sharing from a common bowl is a constant reminder of the innermost nature of God and of all
creation.
Rublev used three primary colors in his masterpiece: gold represented “the Father” the ultimate source of all
goodness; blue “the Son” who is displaying two fingers, divinity and humanity united in one and given for us;
and green “the Spirit” the creative agent that makes everything blossom and bloom in endless shades of green.
The hand of “the Holy Spirit” is pointed toward the open and fourth space at the table and just beneath that
space, there appears to be a little rectangular hole painted there. Art historians say that there is evidence of glue
on the original icon, which indicates that perhaps a mirror was once glued to the front of the table, which would
have been considered a radical deviation from the norms of the time.
This icon is based on the story from the book of Genesis 18:1-15. During the heat of the day, God appeared in
the form of three visitors to Abraham while he was sitting under his tent with his wife at the Oak of Mamre.
Abraham’s first instinct is one of invitation and hospitality by creating a space for food and drink. Both he and
his wife Sarah offered them bread from the finest flour, meat from a choice calf, together with milk and curds.
While they ate, Abraham stood at a distance as a place at God’s table was still too much to imagine.
However, through the gift of the child Jesus, a space at God’s table is available to each of us. And, because of the
Paschal Mystery, it is a constant invitation. Ultimately it is an invitation to share in the dynamics of the eternal
community of love where there is unity, peace, love and respect. The Christmas season reminds us of this invitation as we celebrate the birth of the child Jesus. God becoming human is the most intimate of invitations.
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This most intimate of invitations happened in a remote
place to insignificant people, signaling that there is no
person or situation in the world that isn’t included and
welcome to this invitation. The birth of Jesus gives us a
window into the heart of God. This is a divine relationship where there is a complete absence of domination,
deprivation and discrimination. God wants nothing but
goodness for us.
We see this desire for goodness reflected in the life of
Christ who delighted in bringing people into relationship
with God and each other. He did this even to those who
were isolated and remote from God and those who were
considered insignificant in society. Actually, this was one
of the allegations made against him in his trial – ‘he eats
with tax collectors and sinners’. In gathering people and
sending them out to the last, the least and the lowly, he
was reminding everyone that there is a place at the divine
table for all, even the remote and insignificant.
Cardinal George once told a gathering of his priests that
one of the reasons for electing Pope Francis was his intimate knowledge of the Vatican and its government, thus
he would be a suitable candidate to bring about its renewal. Surprising to many, even those who elected him,
was his emphasis on bringing renewal to the universal church and the manner in which he wanted to accomplish this. The priority for Francis is relationship; a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and with a community of disciples who have compassion for those who are suffering in any way.
Pope Francis wants to make Community for the Kingdom a priority for the church today. It is his way of inviting us to make what was a priority for Christ and the early church a priority for us today. This is also a priority
for Cardinal Cupich as he brings about renewal of the Archdiocese of Chicago. The ‘Renew My Church’ initiative is driven by many factors; however, the defining ones are to create a community of discipleship and mission
for the kingdom of God.
In my six years at St. Joseph’s, a constant is how deeply people are brought closer to God by hospitality in relationships and compassion in times of suffering and difficulty. It is something that has been integral to our
community, and has deeply touched people locally, nationally and internationally. This is something we hope
to pay particular attention to here at St. Joseph’s in the coming years. Now is the time to structure, organize and
expand this so that everyone in the parish, especially our younger families, can be welcomed into this ministry
and become agents to other young families.
In closing, I believe that it is appropriate that if there was a mirror on the icon of The Trinity that it would be
missing because it is an invitation for us to become the mirror ourselves. This is best achieved when we are in
loving communion with each other. It overflows in compassion to the last, the least and the lowly. So, as we
celebrate the birth of the child Jesus and journey into the new year let us look at how we can further build the
Community for the Kingdom so that we can brighten the stars of unity, peace, love and respect in the world
today.
Have a blessed Christmas,

Fr. John Trout
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