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CFF CLASSROOM
CHRONICLES

THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR CARING CATECHISTS!!

"The blind man replied to him, "Master, I want to see." 
Jesus told him, "Go your way; your faith has saved you." 

Immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way.  Mark 10:51-52

October is the month of the Rosary, here is a video on the
Rosary & the Rosary beads! There is also a worksheet to go
along with it, here. This is a great time to pray the Hail Mary
before/after class!

A huge "Thank You", to Mrs. Joy Levering &
all the 3rd/4th grade Catechists for putting
on a fun "Holy-ween"!  Check out the video
by clicking here!!

Please BE SURE to contact your classes & let them know we
do NOT HAVE CLASS for 2 Weeks!  We resume classes on

Sunday, Nov. 7th!

https://facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqsYDtZAQtM
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/11109/documents/2021/10/rosarybeads-video-GO-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ua8eqXxHMow&t=50s


We will be using Catholic Social Justice Teachings as the framework for
our events and the formation/education of our students and parents
leading up to the event.  We will focus on one of the 7 pillars of Catholic
Social Justice at a time.  You can learn more about how our parish
embraces these teachings by visiting our website. 

For our first event, we are focusing on Catholic Social Justice teaching on
Option for the Poor & Vulnerable.   Our service project will be to have
families go grocery shopping for our Food Pantry. Students will be
learning about Option for the Poor & Vulnerable for about 10 minutes in
each class leading up to Saturday, Nov. 20th where we will have the
opportunity for families to drop off their items at our Food Pantry and
then go to the 5pm Mass. We are trying to set up tours of the Food Pantry
as well!  This is a great way to bring families closer together as well as get
to know the other families in their children's classes!

Feeding the hungry
Welcoming the stranger
Clothing the naked

“humankind” is an invitation to families to respond to Jesus’ call to
make a difference together; to be His hands and feet where He is most
needed in our community. Such as:

 

"Facts and Faces of Hunger in America" from FeedingAmerica.org It is a great way
to start a conversation on the many background stories of poverty & hunger in
America. New! 

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-
teaching/upload/cst-101-option-for-poor-vulnerable-discussion-guide.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3gxBjtOzNM&list=PLt5PsPjJAk-
0b9BYRHUAxnlKMIv7qyZca&index=4

Longer video (8+ minutes) probably better for older students 5th-8th.You should
preview prior to showing to make you decision. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2mhqLPii4CM

Here are some resources for you to use:
Option for the Poor & Vulnerable

https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/social-justice-service-commission
https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/food-pantry
https://www.feedingamerica.org/research/hunger-in-america/facts-and-faces
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/upload/cst-101-option-for-poor-vulnerable-discussion-guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3gxBjtOzNM&list=PLt5PsPjJAk-0b9BYRHUAxnlKMIv7qyZca&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2mhqLPii4CM


https://amenapp.org/signup :The Augustine Institute is proud to introduce Amen, its
latest offering. Amen is the free Catholic app that brings you daily Mass readings,
beautiful prayers, faithful meditations, and nourishing Scripture to draw your
mind, body, and soul to rest in God. New!
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ : Site has Saint of the Day, Daily meditations, blog &
other resources.  If you join their mailing list you are often offered to purchase
ebooks for 0.99 or up to $3.  Although they will email you at least 1x/day. New!
Pflaum: fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for a customer number, it
is: 1114474  
http://www.usccb.org/ : United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.loyolapress.com/: Activity Finder, Catholic Resources & more Loyola Press:
once you get to their landing page, look to the top right for "Catholic Resources".
There are oodles of goodies there all for free! 
https://www.catechist.com/  lessons & activities, Catechist Formation & resources
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/: Boston College’s Church for the 21st Century.
Some courses are free and some have a small fee that RE will cover under
Formation expenses.
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html: resources for your own
spiritual life
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/ : Has resources for all ages and under “adolescents”
has a “question of the week” based on the gospel and background on all 3
readings.
http://www.wordamongus.org: Magazine for Catholics; has mediations, articles, things
for families- a lot is free, but not everything is.
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ St. Mary’s Press Resource Center
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/22/flipbook/index.html?page=1 New!
St. Mary's Press Inspire, an online magazine w/ reflections, activities &
more!
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/ Looking for Service Project Ideas!?!? These
are all in the NW Suburbs!
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/ The Religion Teacher: has over 700 activities,
videos, worksheets & more!  You may use the link here but only some things are
free.  I have a subscription to this & am happy to look for resources for you!  (I paid
for a single vs group subscription.)

Catechist Resource CenterCatechist Resource Center

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
October 24th. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class discussion.

 

https://amenapp.org/signup
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
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http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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http://www.wordamongus.org/
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/22/flipbook/index.html?page=1
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/


Context Connection

This Sunday’s Scripture passage tells us that Jesus, who is on his way to
Jerusalem, stops in Jericho, an oasis northeast of Jerusalem and just north of
the Dead Sea. 

As Jesus and his disciples are leaving Jericho, they encounter Bartimaeus, a
blind man who cares for himself only by begging on the roadside or at the city
gate. The Scripture passage does not indicate that Bartimaeus is blind from
birth; there fore, we can surmise that he once had sight. His blindness may have
been caused by trachoma, a contagious bacterial infection of the inner mucous
lining of the eyelids and of the cornea. Flies and lack of good hygiene transmit
trachoma, a common disease during that time. The disease is easily treated
today. In the culture of Jesus’s day, blindness was often thought to be the result
of displeasing God through one’s sins. 

When Bartimaeus hears that Jesus of Nazareth is passing by, he shouts, “Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!” (10:47). Bartimaeus obviously has heard
stories of Jesus’s power to heal and hopes to gain Jesus’s attention. The crowd
tries to si lence Bartimaeus, but the more they try, the louder he cries out.
Bartimaeus’s words indicate that he acknowledges Jesus as a descendant of
King David, and, therefore, of King Solomon, who is recognized not only for his
wisdom but also for his power to heal. By calling Jesus the “Son of David,” the
blind man also recognizes Jesus as the Messiah. Because he proclaims Jesus as
the Messiah, Bartimaeus gets the atten tion of Jesus and the crowd. Jesus asks
for Bartimaeus to be brought to him. The crowd that had previously tried to
silence the blind man now helps him go to Jesus. Jesus asks Bartimaeus, “What
do you want me to do for you?” (10:51). Then Barti maeus asks for his sight to be
restored, and Jesus says, “Go; your faith has made you well” (10:52). Mark then
writes that Bartimaeus is healed immediately and regains his sight. We are also
told that Bartimaeus does not return to his former way of life but instead
follows Jesus.
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Tradition Connection

Over the past few Sundays, we have heard about the difficulties the disciples of Jesus
face. Jesus has high expectations of his followers. God continuously invites us to deepen
our faith and to respond to the invitation of discipleship. We may find ourselves asking,
“Does God really want me?” The challenge for us as disciples is to discern God’s direction
in our lives. God’s expectation is a willing response and not a grudging acceptance. God
seeks a yes that involves many more yeses. The deci sion to say yes to God’s invitation is
only the start of how God will work through us. Discipleship by its nature is transforming,
ongoing, and never static. It is about ongoing conversion, a deepening of our belief in
Jesus Christ.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/10?2


Wisdom Connection

A crowd of sighted people followed Jesus, but only Bartimaeus, a blind beggar by
the roadside, recognizes Jesus’s true identity as the Messiah; in fact, the crowd
tries to keep Bartimaeus from proclaiming the true identity of Jesus, the “Son of
David.” But, in faith, Bartimaeus defies those trying to silence him, and when
called, throws off his cloak, a cloak that a blind man might never find again. He
knows, in his faith, that responding to Jesus is more important than a cloak is to
a poor, blind beggar. What is there for us to learn from the story of Bartimaeus?
If we recognize the true identity of Jesus in faith and are persistent in calling
upon Jesus, we should not be afraid to give up our comforts to follow him; Jesus
will hear us. These encounters with Jesus are opportunities for us to express our
faith more deeply, making the task of following Jesus much easier. We should
not be shy about proclaiming our belief in Jesus as the one sent by God to save
the world. Just as Bartimaeus was an exemplar of faith in Jesus in his day, we are
called to be exemplars today.
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/10?2

