
 

 
 

JC Yiga- Biography  
 

I am John Charles Yiga, a Ugandan and a Muganda by tribe. I was born on Sunday 3rd September 
1978 to Mr. Almaric Magatto Ssaka (R.I.P) and Mrs. Joyce Christine Ssaka in Kawanda Village, 
Wakiso District of Uganda.  I attended Kisubi Minor Seminary (1992-1995) for my Ordinary 
Secondary Education and St. Josephs Senior Secondary School-Naggalama (1997-1998) for 
Advanced secondary Education. I was admitted to St. Thomas Aquinas National Major Seminary 
at Katigondo in Masaka District in September 1999 to study Philosophy.  
 
I was a science teacher at Kisubi Seminary for one year before H. E Cardinal Emmanuel Wamala 
of Kampala Archdiocese sent me to Rome to study Theology at The Pontifical Urbaniana 
University in July 2003. I obtained a Bachelor’s in Theology in 2006. I studied German at 
Akademie Klausenhof in Hamminkeln, Germany during the summer holiday of 2006. In 2012 I 
earned a Masters in Education Management and Planning. In 2015 I was admitted to Boston 
College to do advanced studies at the school of Theology and Ministry. 
 
Since August 2015 until August 2021, I have worked for many Nursing Homes and Senior Living 
Communities in Massachusetts and Iowa as a Caregiver, helping Seniors with their activities of 
daily living. In February 2021 I was told about the opportunity to get back to the Seminary and I 
approached my Pastor at Resurrection Parish in Dubuque, Fr. Phil Gibbs who introduced me to 
the Vocations Director for the Archdiocese of Dubuque, Fr. Jon Seda. That is how I ended up 
getting affiliated to the Archdiocese of Dubuque and joining Mundelein Seminary since August 
2021 in 3rd Year Theology, to discern what the Lord wants me to do with my life.  
 
In my free time I like reading stories for children, playing Bingo and solving puzzles with Seniors, 
watching TV (News and Sports), cooking for others, visiting places, volunteering in the community 
etc. Apart from the Holy Mass, the Rosary, Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Praise & Worship are my 
other favorite forms of prayer.  
 
For every person that is called to a given vocation, God acts in real places, people, events and 
circumstances to make this invitation clear. My call happened in a similar way too. In my family 
my father was very prayerful. He used to wake us up very early in the morning to pray as a family 
and everybody had to participate actively. It was customary to say the Holy Rosary every day and 
to go for Holy Mass every Sunday.  My mother was formerly a member of the Anglican Church of 
Uganda, she embraced the catholic faith before getting married to my father.  The roots of my call 
to priesthood can be traced in my devoted catholic family and my catholic education.  
 
I desire to share my life, faith, and giftedness with others. I find joy in praying for and with others 
and helping other people without distinction. When I read the Scriptures, I often picture myself 
preaching to a listening congregation. I find joy in helping the poor, the sick, the elderly and other 
categories of marginalized people in society. My advice for those discerning their call, pray without 
tiring, ask God to help you discover your unique talents and gifts, your special and specific charism 
that the world cannot have from anyone else but only you.  Be happy, live with hope in God’s 
goodness. Present your nothingness to Jesus that he may make out of it the next miracle.  


