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Congrats to all of you for a spectacular 1st class!  It was chaotic for the first few
minutes, but that happens every year.  Please remember to be flexible and go with
the flow.  We, more than likely, will still have some new additions.  That just means
we get to spread God's love to even more souls!
 
As promised, we will be tweaking our dismissal- to help alleviate some of the
crowding when parents pick up their children. Please pay special attention.  We
send out these newsletters to help inform both Catechists & Parents.  It doesn't
help if you don't read these over.

Arrival: Parents of PrK-2nd may walk their child to class and then continue
walking to exit through Door Q for the next few weeks. This gives a clean, one-
way, flow of traffic.

Dismissal: We will be staggering our dismissal as an extra layer of precaution.
Students in PreK-2nd grade will be released at 10:05am Sundays/5:35pm
Tuesdays. We ask parents to park in the bank parking lot just east on Hurlburt Ct
& Park Pl. Gr 3-8 will dismiss at their normal time((10:10AM). We will have some
open parking in the large lot on the south side of Hurlburt Ct.  Please be courteous
to those parishioners who are arriving for the 10:45AM Drive-In Mass.

In addition parents of PreK-2nd may walk in to pick up their child from class for
the next few weeks and then continue walking through the hallway to exit
through Door Q located on Hurlburt. (Continue on page 2.)
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Students in grades 3-6 will exit by going down the hallways that all will wind
up in the small playground behind the school.  They will exit through doors M,
N, O  & K.  There will be hall monitors to guide them.  Please WALK to the small
playground to pick up your children. This means we will NOT have anyone
exit through the main entrance or to that sidewalk below!  Everyone winds
up in the small playground. 

This week Sun/Tues we will do our mock fire drill. I will announce over the PA for
you to exit your classrooms and go outside in silence & in single file. Please be
sure to take time & know where your class should go.  Remember that all this
info is on the classroom door. This drill takes no more than 15 min. We will NOT
be doing the NetSmartz in class.  We may revisit this later in the year. The
PowerPoint videos & Presenter Guide are all on our website at https://stjoseph-
libertyville.org/staff-childrens-faith-formation Scroll down to the bottom of the
page to find them.  There is a lot of good info on the site, please not only look it
over yourselves but share it with your students' families.
 

Did you know CFF is on Facebook & Instagram!?! We use it to keep families up-
to-date with our activities and show off the stellar things happening in our
classrooms. So start following us! Just click on the logos at the top of the 1st
page & be sure to follow & "like" us!

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
September 19. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class
discussion.

Prek-2 Exit Door Q Gr 3-6 Exit Doors K, M, N, O Follow Fire
Exits on Classroom Doors

https://stjoseph-libertyville.org/staff-childrens-faith-formation


Context Connection

This week’s Scripture passage has three parts. In the first part, Jesus finds time to
be alone with his disciples and tells them he will be betrayed and killed, and that in
three days he will rise again. In the second part, Jesus intercedes in an argument the
disciples are having about who is the greatest among them. In the third part, Jesus
tells the disciples that to follow him, they must be “servant[s] of all” (9:35). Jesus’s
prediction in 9:31 of his Passion, death, and Resurrection is the second of three such
accounts in the Gospel of Mark. The other two are in 8:31 and 10:33–34. Though Jesus
accurately predicts his death, the disciples do not understand at the time what Jesus is
telling them. According to Mark, the disciples are afraid to ask Jesus what he means.

It should not surprise us then that these same disciples do not stay by Jesus’s
side when he is arrested and crucified in Jerusalem. Fear still controls their actions.
Preoccupied with arguing among themselves about who in their group is the greatest,
the disciples fail to understand what Jesus shared with them about his fate.
Jesus’s definition of true greatness had an impact on the disciples, and it has the
same impact on us today. Jesus defined true greatness as being in humble service to
others: “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all” (9:35). A proud
or puffed-up person has no place in Jesus’s schema of importance. To make his point,
Jesus points to a child. In Jesus’s day, a child had the same low status as a slave. Young
people became free only when they reached maturity. Therefore, as a way of
challenging the disciples’ and our desire to be the most important, Jesus says,
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes not me but the one who sent me” (9:37). In other words, by serving the
lowest people in society, one serves God.

Tradition Connection

In the Christian context, the word servant changed from meaning “a state of being
inferior or diminished” to meaning “a privileged way of helping others.” A servant
in a Christian setting, then, is someone who fully surrenders to God; the Christian
way of life means helping others respond to the word of God. In the Christian
economy of fellowship, no one is greater than the next person; we are all servants of
God.

The concept of the Church as servant is found throughout the documents of the Second
Vatican Council, particularly in The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World. This document speaks of how Christ came into the world not to be served but to
serve. We as Church carry out the mission of Christ to serve the world by fostering
fellowship of all people. The Church best models itself as servant when, as a community
dedicated to the care of others, it binds up wounds, heals the sick, and mediates
reconciliation; therefore, the Church should be, or needs to become, the focus of Christ’s
energy to love in the world today.
(These ideas are adapted from Avery Dulles, Models of the Church, chapter 4.)
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Wisdom Connection

In chapter 9 of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus gives the disciples three warnings. Mark directs
these warnings to his community also. In 9:33–37, the warning is about the disciples’
ambitions to rise to the top, to be the greatest. In 9:38–41, Jesus cautions his followers
about envy and intolerance. In 9:42–48, we read about the scandalizing of others. In
summary, the Gospel for this Sunday warns of the evils of ambition and advises that the
best way to avoid the evils of ambition is to serve God and others.

When we become servants to all, we come to know Jesus and live as his disciples.
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At the end of the day, I am at peace, because my
intentions are good and my heart is pure.

-Unknown


