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CFF CLASSROOM
CHRONICLES

THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOR OUR CARING CATECHISTS!!

Sunday Catechists: Please be sure to contact your class & let them
know we are dismissing at 10am so our Pre-K thru 5th Gr students may
attend the Easter Egg Hunt at Sunshine Rotary Park!  Also, since
Sunday is Palm Sunday, we will have Palms for you to give to your
students! We will provide a copy of the blessing in your mailboxes, so
please be sure to pick it up. Depending on if you have any extra time in
class, you can show this YouTube video on how to make a cross from
Palm fronds!
Everyone!  There no classes Easter Sunday or Easter Tuesday.  Your
last class will be Sunday, April 24/Tues, April 26.
After your last class, please sure to bring your bin to the Resource Rm.  
It would be great if you could also write a note of thanks to the
school teacher in your room for sharing it with you this year!
May 19th is our Catechist Appreciation Dinner!  We will send out a
RSVP Google Form after classes have ended.  The dinner will be at
7pm in the Koenig Center (Catechists only).

Blessing of Palms: It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of
love by which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who
spread their garments and branches of palm along his way.
Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that
we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King,
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives
and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and
for ever. Amen. (again, we will have this prayer printed out & in the
mailboxes of our Sunday Catechists)

https://facebook.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.instagram.com/sjreligioused847/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znDyR8_POCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znDyR8_POCU


To access the Pflaum Gospel Weekly digital edition, please do the following:
 

How to Access the Digital Edition
1. Go to gospelweeklies.com
2. At the top of the page, click on to Access Digital Editions.
3. Click on Create New Account. Register with your email address.
Be certain to use the email address that you have provided to us when you
4. Create a Password. If you lose your password, you will be able to create
a new one.
5. Click on Redeem A Subscription and enter this code: see below
6. Click on My Library. You will now have access to the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies
for the duration of our program year. 

Additional Resources: There are easy-to-use Parent Teaching Pages and other
resources for families available at gospelweeklies.com/family.

Pflaum Gospel Weeklies • 800-543-4383

Redemption Code: see below

Password: StJoeCFF2122!
Redemption Codes: CW_1828850_1310482 (Visions) CW_1828853_1310482 (Venture)
CW_1828854_1310482 (Good News) CW_1828851_1310482 (Promise)
CW_1828852_1310482 (Seeds) 

Want to connect with people your age on a deeper level...and
with God? We are looking to start a small group for folks in their
30s and 40s. Join us for fun, faith, and new friendships! Email Joe:
jtomaso@stjoseph-libertyville.org. 

An email went out earlier today with a Catechist Intent form. 
 Please fill it out if your are planning on returning!  And of
course, we hope you all return!!!

http://gospelweeklies.com/
http://gospelweeklies.com/family
mailto:jtomaso@stjoseph-libertyville.org
https://forms.gle/Mw3csLjEU8gSETAQ8
https://forms.gle/Mw3csLjEU8gSETAQ8


Here is a new Catholic Leadership Resource- FREE no charge! :Main website :
https://reviveparishes.com/about/ Sign up for access to view and attend courses and for
newsletter. Courses: https://reviveparishes.com/courses/
https://amenapp.org/signup :The Augustine Institute is proud to introduce Amen, its
latest offering. Amen is the free Catholic app that brings you daily Mass readings,
beautiful prayers, faithful meditations, and nourishing Scripture to draw your
mind, body, and soul to rest in God. 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ : Site has Saint of the Day, Daily meditations, blog &
other resources.  If you join their mailing list you are often offered to purchase
ebooks for 0.99 or up to $3.  Although they will email you at least 1x/day. 
Pflaum: fill out the registration w/ all your info & where it asks for a customer number, it
is: 1114474  
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/blog/ Pflaum Blog- lots of goodies! New!
http://www.usccb.org/ : United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.loyolapress.com/: Activity Finder, Catholic Resources & more Loyola Press:
once you get to their landing page, look to the top right for "Catholic Resources".
There are oodles of goodies there all for free! 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/ New for Lent!*
https://www.catechist.com/  lessons & activities, Catechist Formation & resources
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/: Boston College’s Church for the 21st Century.
Some courses are free and some have a small fee that RE will cover under
Formation expenses.
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html: resources for your own
spiritual life
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/ : Has resources for all ages and under “adolescents”
has a “question of the week” based on the gospel and background on all 3
readings.
http://www.wordamongus.org: Magazine for Catholics; has mediations, articles, things
for families- a lot is free, but not everything is.
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/ St. Mary’s Press Resource Center
https://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/category/Lent/15/ New for Lent!*
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/ Looking for Service Project Ideas!?!? These
are all in the NW Suburbs!
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/ The Religion Teacher: has over 700 activities,
videos, worksheets & more!  You may use the link here but only some things are
free.  I have a subscription to this & am happy to look for resources for you!  (I paid
for a single vs group subscription.)

Catechist Resource CenterCatechist Resource Center

Below is some good background information on the gospel for Sunday,
April 10. Please feel free to use it for your own knowledge & for class discussion.

https://reviveparishes.com/about/
https://reviveparishes.com/courses/
https://amenapp.org/signup
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/blog
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/advent-calendar-for-adults/
https://www.catechist.com/
http://www.bc.edu/sites/c21online/
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
http://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/
http://www.wordamongus.org/
http://www.smp.org/resourcecenter/
https://www.smp.org/media/uploads/flipbook/26/flipbook/index.html?page=1
http://www.handsonsuburbanchicago.org/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/


Context Connection

Even while facing terrible cruelty, Jesus remains consistent with his mission to
spread God’s forgiveness. In verse 35, Luke gives us this unique image: “And the
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him.” Luke wants his
audience to know that Jesus’s death is due mainly to the jealousy and hostility
of the Jewish leaders. The people do not mock Jesus but are instead described
as spectators (see verse 48). The soldiers join in mocking Jesus—even offering
him cheap, sour wine. Offering Jesus something to drink might be considered
an act of kindness. But the soldiers’ words about Jesus being the King of the
Jews mock Jesus because no one would offer a king such a poor quality wine. 

Verse 38 tells us that the inscription “This is the King of the Jews” was hung on
the crucifix over Jesus’s head. Inscriptions were placed on most crucifixes to an‐ 
nounce the crime of the person being crucified. 

Unlike the Crucifixion accounts, Luke’s includes the good thief, who says, “Je sus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom” (verse 42). Jesus promises
him a place in paradise (see verse 43). In accordance with Luke’s theology,
Jesus’s death marks the beginning of the exodus spoken about at the
Transfiguration (see Luke 9:31). That exodus includes the death, Resurrection,
and Ascension of Jesus. Those events open the new way of salvation to all
people. 
Starting with verse 44, Luke tells us that an eclipse of the sun causes the dark‐ 
ness that falls from noon until 3:00 p.m. During this time, the curtain in the
Tem ple that separates the holy place from the holy of holies is torn in two.
Perhaps the torn curtain is a symbol that in Jesus, all people have access to
God’s presence, Jews and Gentiles alike. Jesus’s death follows the torn-curtain
incident. “Then Jesus, cry ing with a loud voice, says, ‘Father, into your hands I
commend my Spirit.’ Having said this, he breathed his last” (verse 46). Jesus’s
words are from Psalm 31:5 and signify his acceptance of his Father’s will. Luke’s
account of Jesus’s death implies that the disciples helplessly and fearfully
watch the events of the Passion and death from a distance. Crucifixion is
considered one of the worst possible forms of ex ecution because it combines
torture and slow asphyxiation. Perhaps the Gospel writers leave out the details
because, at the time the Gospels are written, everyone is familiar with the
details of crucifixion. Another reason could be that the writers do not want
people to focus on only that part of Jesus’s life.

P A L M  S U N D A Y
L K  2 2 : 1 4 — 2 3 : 5 6

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1


Wisdom Connection

Luke carefully focuses his readers’ attention on Jesus’s actions in the last hours
before his death. Jesus is in control even during that time of incredible suffering:
he forgives his executioners, he promises the repentant thief a place in
paradise, and, finally, he gives his spirit over to the Father in prayer. He is in
control in dying, just as he was in living. 

Those who surround Jesus at his Crucifixion, according to Luke’s account, are
people who reject him, with the exception of the good thief. However, as soon as
Jesus gives his spirit over to the Father and dies, his saving action produces
imme diate, positive reactions in the crowd and in the centurion. That sets the
stage for the story of the early Church that follows Jesus’s Resurrection and
Ascension.

P A L M  S U N D A Y
L K  2 2 : 1 4 — 2 3 : 5 6

Tradition Connection 
As Jesus enters Jerusalem, the crowd lays cloaks and palm branches before him and
shouts his praises—all to pay him homage. That event is so significant that each Gospel
has an account. 

All four versions depict the entry into Jerusalem as Jesus’s most glorious mo ment in his
ministry. What a sharp contrast to Good Friday! At his Crucifixion, no crowds sing Jesus’s
praises; instead, people hurl insults at him. An even more dynamic contrast is Easter
morning, when we encounter the risen Jesus. Jesus’s triumph over the grave far exceeds
his entry into Jerusalem. In light of his Resur rection, the praise given to Jesus on the day
he rides into Jerusalem, the day we now celebrate as Palm Sunday, clearly does not
indicate that he will be a worldly king. Rather, he profoundly and forever changes the
world by making salvation possible for all people.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/4?1

